Summer Reading by May, Jill P.




It's that time again. We're going to have a little more time to read for ourselves than we 
have been experiencing, and we're going to be looking for something that is stimulating 
and enjoyable.  With that in mind, we've found some professional books and some recent 
releases of classical children's and young adult literature that might help you get started. 
First, let's tell you about three books published by university presses between 2011 and 
2012. You might not find professional literature if you depended on your local book store, 
or even if you went to your public library and looked on the "new books" shelf, but these 
books are certainly worthwhile reading. They're listed in alphabetical order by the authors 
because we don't want to suggest that any one is better than the others. The short descrip-
tions should help you determine if the authors are addressing something of your interest.
Beckett, Sandra. Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages. NY: Routledge U P, 2012.
Sandra Beckett's careful discussion of picturebooks as shared literature is part of 
the "Children's Literature and Culture" series edited by Jack Zipes. Books in the series are 
expensive purchases, so it is best to either find a second-hand copy or to get it from your 
public library on interlibrary loan. Professor Beckett teaches French at Brock University 
in Canada, and she has published several studies on the role that children's literature 
has had in European and North American culture. An author of fiction, Beckett's prose is 
lively and provocative. Her discussions of wordless picturebooks, ties between museum 
art and picturebook illustration, and duality of audiences are most interesting. Some 
of the author/illustrators she discusses include Mitsumasa Anno, Hieronymous Bosch, 
Anthony Browns and Maurice Sendak, but, because she is discussing the implications of 
this literature in popular culture, she also has extensive explorations of children's books 
written by Madonna and Jamie Lee Curtis.       
Cadden, Michael, ed. Telling Children's Stories: Narrative Theory and Children's Litera-
ture.  Lincoln, NE: U of Nebraska P, 2011. 
Professor Cadden, Director of the Childhood Studies program and Chair of the Depart-
ment of English, Foreign Languages and Journalism at Missouri Western State University, 
has asked leading scholars in the field to consider how narrative theory can inform read-
ers of children's and young adult literature about genre constructions, the importance of 
classical literature, and the roles of such varied formats as series books and picture books. 
These insightful pieces discuss a variety of books and authors. In his positive review of the 
book, D. J. Brothers explains that Cadden's intent was "to entertain as well as educate" 
(Choice 2012). With chapter discussions on topics as varied as the Lemony Snicket series, 
Hebrew literature, Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, and novels for adolescent girls, Telling 
Children's Stories offers much for the teacher of English Language Arts to consider.  
Kidd, Kenneth. Freud in Oz: At the Intersections of Psychoanalysis and Children's Lit-
erature.  Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2011.
Professor Kidd, Associate Director of the Center for the Study of Childlren's Literature 
at the University of Florida where he is an associate professor in English, has written a care-
fully drawn discussion of the ways we have "read" the importance of children's literature as 
a psychological tool. His carefully constructed "Introduction" acknowledges much of the 
earlier criticism that alluded to the ties between children's literature and psychoanalysis, 
and he then turns to some lasting children's literature titles, including Peter Pan, Alice in 
Wonderland and The Wizard of Oz., and suggests that children's novels and the picture-
book have popularized both critical theory in children's literature and children's books in 
popular psychoanalysis. In his Amazon review, literary critic Jerry Griswold writes, "This 
book is . . . like watching the Cat in the Hat breathlessly balancing (on hands and feet, on 
head and tail) an incredible array of items."  
A quick nod to some recently released books that seem to be designed for the adult reader 
or the classroom teacher follows. These books exemplify what our professional critics 
are saying: children's and young adult literature cannot be designated as belonging to a 
particular audience, either by gender, age, or ethnicity.  You might want to pick up one 
of these books and see what publishers are doing with the classics. Again, they are listed 
in alphabetical order.
Juster, Norton. The Annotated Phantom Tollbooth.  Illus by Jules Feiffer. 1961.  "In-
troduction and Notes" by Leonard S. Marcus. NY: Knopf, 2011.
This must be considered a teacher's guide for an extensive classroom study of Nor-
ton's classical fantasy. Marcus's "Introduction" includes biographical sketches of both the 
author and illustrator. The entire presentation is very attractively assembled for the 21st 
century reader who might be returning to a remembered fantasy. This "coffee table" book 
could also be used by any advanced student who wants to delve way beyond the novel 
and tie its contents with cultural and literary hiostory.
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- - -.  The Phantom Tollbooth. Illus by Jules Feiffer. 1961. NY: Knopf, 2011. 
There are so many little extras in this re-issue of the original madcap tale about a 
boy named Milo and his travels through a strange land that it becomes more than just 
a book by Norton Juster with excellent pen and ink drawings by humorist Jules Feiffer. 
Included are a preface by Juster, an "Appreciation" by Maurice Sendak, and several new 
short essays by authors, scholars and artists.   
Kipling, Rudyard. The Jungle Book. 1894. “Introduction” by Neil Gaiman. NY: Random 
House, 2012. 
Gaiman’s “Introduction” is very short, but he ties Kipling’s use of voice and sequence 
to his “back-to-front” storytelling.   
L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time. 1962. “Introduction” by Katherine Paterson. 
“Afterward” by Charlotte Jones. NY: Farrar Straus & Giroux, 2012. 
The copyright information tells of some of the materials embedded in this 50th an-
niversary edition of an old favorite, but there is more. Also included are a chapter from the 
original manuscript, “memorabilia” from her life, and L’Engle’s 1963 Newbery acceptance 
speech. Any teacher who already uses this book in class should look for this reissued clas-
sic. Anyone who wants to read, or re-read and reflect on L’Engle’s powerful story will find 
the commemorative edition most invaluable.   
Van Allsburg, Chris. The Chronicles of Harris Burdick: 14 Amazing Authors Tell the Tales. 
1984. “Introduction” by Lemony Snicket. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2011. 
How can one describe this fascinating book? First published in 1984, Van Allsburg 
asked his readers to create stories for the pictures left behind by Harris Burdick, just as 
Peter Wenders’ children had (or so Van Allsburg said). Now, each picture accompanies a 
story penned by another famous author, many of whom have won major awards for their 
work in children’s literature.  There is no end to the ways one could share this book! 
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